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P.O. Box 350
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831-0350

Facsimile: (615) 220-2100

JAN 27 1994

University of Tennessee

Energy, Environment & Resource Center
327 S. Stadium Hall

Knoxville, Tennessee 37996-0710

Attention: Dave Feldman

Subject: FUSRAP - Transmittal of FUSRAP Community Relations
Weekly News Clippings

Dear Dave:
Enclosed are copies of our weekly news clippings for the week ending
Friday, January 28, 1994. Please do not hesitate to call if you have

gquestions or need additional information. My telephone number is
576-5034.

Sincerely,

%/M%/.,%f.

Sandra W. Plant
Community Relations - Manager

SWP:cw:CR_0022

Enclosures: FUSRAP Weekly
News Clippings
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Bechtel National, Inc.



Residents fear atomic waste storage

By BOB KOSTOFF
* Metro Staff Reporter

A number of Town of Lewiston residents, de-
spite repeated assuraices of safety, are fearful
of living near abount 256,000 cudbic yards of ra-
dionctive waste and residue.

Some residents expressed their displeasure
during & recent public meoting at the site at
1397 Pletcher Road. But Departinent of Energy
(DOE) officials assured them no radiation was
getung into the community.

Bome speskers =mid Niagara County had a
high rate of cancer, especially in the Ransotn-
ville area, and there must be some reason for
. .

Others pointed oul that the Town of Le-
wiston, which has the CWM Chemical Services
toxic waste site and the Modern Dispesal trash
site, now musl live in perpetnity with tons of

radioactive material underfoot.

Joan Gipp said revidents were victis of this
Jegacy of harmiul waste and indicated Lewiston
wis nol a proper containment site. John Simon
questioned why maps of the site showing util-
ity locations could xot be located.

Site Manager Ronald E. Kirk, up from Oak
Ridge, Tenn. te answer concerns, said the tons
of radioactive material arc safely contained in
a clay barial site. He said a ring of monitoring
wells around the site show there is no escape
of radioactivity.

However, residenls remained concerned that
some future event. periaps an earthguake,
could canse leakage. Western New York is on
an unhqunke fault line.

FUSRAP, Niagara Falls Storage Site,

The DOE, Kirk amd wants to add a perma-
vent clay cap over the material which Is row
covered by a five foot temporary cap. The fed-
eral Environmental l‘rowctlon Agency (BPA)
and state Departmer\t of Envirorumental Con-
servation (DEC) feel safety standards are not
sufficient at this time for a permanent cap. -

Kirk. sald 05 percent of the matérisl, besi-
cally from the Manhattan project which devei-
oped the first atomic bomb, was low level radi-
ation waste, lfowever, there aye about 6 per-
cent radloactive residues from Belgium pto-
duced in the Belgmn Congo war,

Kirk sald the 6 percent of Kigher radwacﬂve
material is the only portion in dispute ‘and that
EPA wants it. covered for & 10,000 year period.
The temporary cap is rated lor 50 yum and s
permanent cap would be good up to 1,000
years,

Kirk sald DOE wants (o put on the permn-
nent cap -another five feet of material - and
could alwrys dig it up if required.in the future.
But, he said, there is no other site in the coun-
try rated ta contain for 10,000 years."

Some queslioned how the radioactive mate-
rial came to be in a rural section of the Town
of Lewiston in the first place. During World
War I, the U.S. Army had an ordnance manu-
facturing facility i  Niagara Palls a ptune
chemical industrial area,

.The “Amny then obtained 7, 570 acres on
Pletcher Road to manufacture TNT and called
it the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works. In 1044,
the Manhattan project scientists needed a sile
to stvre radioactive waste, and the army
thought of its land in Lewiston.

Lewiston Youngstown Metro Community News,

In 1948, the Atomic Bnergy Commission ac-
quired the land and, up to 1876, decontami-
nated portions and sold off band until the
present 191 acres remained. Between 1880 and
1986, the DOE cleaned up the mgjority of the
site and consolidated the material in the Waste
Containment Structure, the clay burial ground.

One man st the public sesdan sald he
worked at the site when the radioactive mate-
rial from the Belgian Congo came. He said it
was a dark sludge and came in wooden cl\nm-
pagne bajirels,

Kirk conceded ' that regul:tlons regarding
handling of radicactive materials are much
more stringent today.

The DOE also distributed sn Informative pa-
per to try to sallay public fears. The paper
noted that radiation is 8 natural part of the
universe and rediates from the earth itself in
the form of radon gas. Only 18 percent of radi-
ation s from man-made sourcea.

Radioactive materlals are composed of atoms
that -release energetic particles or waves as
they change into more stable forms. These par-
ticles and waves are referved to as radiation.
Radistion that has enough energy to disturd
the electrical balance i the atoms of sub-
stances it passes through s called ionizing radi-
ation.

- There are three basic forms of jonixing radia-
tion, Alphs, Beta and Gamma. Alphs particles
move slowly and are stopped by s sheet of pa-
per ox skin. Beta particies move faster and can
be stopped by a sheet of aluminum foil.
Gamma radiation is the dangerous one, moving
at the speed of light and requiring a thick
shield of stee), lead or concrete to stop.
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